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CONTEXT	

There	is	growing	
interest	in	
monitoring	
pallia6ve	care	
development	
interna6onally	
	

Any	ranking	is	a	big		
methodological	
challenge	

Things	than	we	can	measure	are	
easier	to	be	improved		

THE 2015 QUALITY OF DEATH INDEX
RANKING PALLIATIVE CARE ACROSS THE WORLD

An Economist Intelligence Unit study, commissioned by the Lien Foundation

KEY FINDINGS INFOGRAPHIC



To	generate	a	ranking	classifica6on	for	PC	development	in	the	28	
countries	of	the	European	Union	as	a	secondary	analysis	of	data	of	the	
EAPC	ATLAS	

•  To	compare	scores	for	PC	development	between	2007	and	2013	to	check	
the	sensi6vity	of	the	ranking	system	

•  To	compare	with	another	ranking	system	(The	Economist)	to	study	reliability	

Objec6ve	

2007

2013




	
		

METHOD:	A	WORKING	
DEFINITION	

•  PC	‘development’	in	this	study	is	understood	
as	a	combina6on	of	the	existence	of	relevant	
services	in	a	country	('resources')	plus	the	
capacity	to	develop	professional	ac6vi6es	
including	developing	further	resources	in	the	
future	('vitality')	

•  We	want	to	refine	the	ranking	system	we	develop	for	the	Technical	
Report	for	the	EU	Parliament,	in	2007	(MarVn-Moreno	JM,	et	al)	



Methods:	2	dimensions	

RESOURCES	
3	indicators	

Inpa6ent	pallia6ve	care	units	
and	inpa6ent	hospices	(per	mill	

inhab.)	

Hospital	support	teams	(per	mill	
inhab.)		

Home	care	teams	(per	mill	
inhab.)	

VITALITY	
5	outcomes	

Existence	of	a	Na6onal	
Associa6on	

Directory	of	services	available	

Existence	of	Physician	
specializa6on	(accredita6on)	

Level	of	a]endances	to	EAPC	
Conferences	

Level	of	publica6ons	on	
Na6onal	PC	development	



•  The	leading	country	(by	raw	score)	is	the	reference	point	
against	which	all	other	countries	are	measured:		TWO	INDEX	

METHODS:	2	INDEX	&	
1	GLOBAL	RANKING	

Resources	

Vitality	

75%	

25%	

•  The	
combina6on	
of	both	give	us	
one	GLOBAL	
RANKING	
(weighted	by	
expert	
consensus)	
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PALLIATIVE	CARE	

RESOURCES	
	
data	from	2013	EAPC	ATLAS	

>	65	%	

40-65	%	

<	40	%	

Services	/
mill	

1	
Lux	

2		
UK	

EAPC	
White	
Paper	

Inpa6ent	units	
and	hospices	 9,4	 3,5	 5	

Hospital	
support	teams		 5,7	 5,7	 5	

Home	care	
teams	 5,7	 6,1	 10	
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PALLIATIVE	CARE	

VITALITY	
	
data	from	2013	EAPC	ATLAS	
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5	outcomes	

Existence	of	a	Na6onal	Associa6on	

Directory	of	services	available	

Existence	of	Physician	specializa6on	
(accredita6on)	

Level	of	a]endances	to	EAPC	
Conferences	

Level	of	publica6ons	on	Na6onal	PC	
development	
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EAPC	RANKING	OF	
PALLIATIVE	CARE	
GLOBAL	
DEVELOPMENT	IN	THE	
EUROPEAN	UNION		
	
With	data	from	2013	EAPC	ATLAS	
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2013	EAPC	GLOBAL	
RANKING	OF	
PALLIATIVE	CARE	
DEVELOPMENT	

+	



Country	 2007	 2013	 Change	

United	
Kingdom	 1	 1	 0	

Belgium	 4	 2	 2	
Netherlands	 10	 2	 8	
Sweden	 3	 4	 -1	
Ireland	 2	 5	 -3	
Austria	 9	 5	 4	
Germany	 5	 7	 -2	
Denmark	 13	 8	 5	
Luxembourg	 11	 9	 2	
Poland	 8	 10	 -2	
Spain	 5	 11	 -6	
Italy	 13	 12	 1	
Hungary	 17	 12	 5	
France	 7	 14	 -7	
Malta	 21	 15	 6	
Portugal	 25	 16	 9	
Latvia	 21	 17	 4	
Slovenia	 15	 18	 -3	
Bulgaria	 16	 19	 -3	
Lithuania	 18	 20	 -2	
Finland	 12	 21	 -9	
Czech	
Republic	 24	 22	 2	

Romania	 20	 22	 -2	
Estonia	 27	 24	 3	
Slovakia	 26	 25	 1	
Cyprus	 23	 26	 -3	
Greece	 19	 27	 -8	
Croa6a	 NA	 28	 NA	

5	years	of	changes	

•  UK:	Top	one	
•  In	comparison	to	2007,	The	

Netherlands,	Malta	and	
Portugal	showed	the	
biggest	improvements	

•  Posi6ons	of	Spain,	France	
and	Greece	deteriorated	

•  Biggest	diferences	would	
need	to	be	clarifiyed	
(Finand:	method?)	

è	



EAPC	2013	

1	 United	Kingdom	
2	 Belgium	
3	 Netherlands	
4	 Sweden	
5	 Ireland	
6	 Austria	
7	 Germany	
8	 Denmark	
9	 Poland	
10	 Spain	
11	 Italy	
12	 Hungary	
13	 France	
14	 Portugal	
15	 Lithuania	
16	 Finland	
17	 Czech	Republic	
18	 Romania	
19	 Greece	

The	Economist			2015	

1	 United	Kingdom	
2	 Ireland	
3	 Belgium	
4	 Germany	
5	 Netherlands	
6	 France	
7	 Sweden	
8	 Austria	
9	 Denmark	
10	 Finland	
11	 Italy	
12	 Spain	
13	 Portugal	
14	 Poland	
15	 Lithuania	
16	 Czech	Republic	
17	 Hungary	
18	 Greece	
19	 Romania	

	
	
COMPARISSON	OF	THE	
TWO	MOST	RECENT	
RANKING		
	
	

	
	

•  SAME	TOP	5	&	BOTTOM	2	
•  15	COINCIDENCES	
•  4	OUTLAYERS	
	
	
ü  Rela6ve	posi6ons	of	countries	
ü  Coincidences:	±	4	posi6ons	
ü  Outlayers:	more	than	±	5	

posi6ons	
	
	
	
	
	

8	indicators	in	2	categories	 20	indicators	in	5	categories	
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•  The	EAPC	ranking	method	permi]ed	a	
comparison	of	pallia6ve	care	development	
between	countries	and	shows	changes	over	6me.	

•  The	EAPC	ranking	has	also	good	reliability	

•  UK,	The	Netherlands,	Belgium,	Sweden	and	
Ireland	are	the	best	reference	in	pallia6ve	care	
resources	and	vitality	

		

CONCLUSION	
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